
Greener Camping Club Policies
Drone Use Guidance for GCC Sites

Drones can produce beautiful imagery and when used carefully and respectfully, can help 
promote low-impact camping and the landscapes we care about. However, campsites are 
also places where people expect peace, privacy and relaxation.

For that reason, recreational drone flying is generally not permitted on GCC 
certificated sites unless specifically agreed in advance with the site owner.

General Principles
• The privacy, comfort and holiday experience of other guests must always come first.
• Permission to fly from a campsite does not override Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) rules 

or any other legal obligations.
• The drone operator remains fully responsible for operating lawfully, safely and 

appropriately at all times.
• No flights should take place over land not controlled by the campsite without appropriate 

permission where required.
• Particular care must be taken around livestock, horses, nesting birds and wildlife. 

Drones can cause distress or disturbance even at relatively high altitude.

Recreational Guest Use
As a general rule, casual recreational drone flying by guests is not permitted. However, in 
limited circumstances, a site owner may choose to allow flying by prior arrangement 
where:
• The request has been considered in advance.
• Insurance and drone registration has to be in place by the drone operator and confirmed 

by the campsite operator.
• Agreement is recorded in a traceable form (for example email, text message or booking 

note).
• The proposed flying time and area are clearly understood.
• All guests likely to be affected have given consent.
• Flying is undertaken considerately and away from occupied camping areas.

Permission may be withdrawn at any time if conditions change or concerns are raised.

Commercial/Promotional Use
Professional, promotional or content-creation use - including bloggers, filmmakers, 
photographers, social media creators and tourism promotion, may be permitted with the 
prior agreement of the site owner.

A sensible approach would normally include:
• Agreeing in advance what is being filmed or photographed.
• Agreeing approximate timing and areas of operation.
• Avoiding identifiable images of guests, children, vehicles, tents or private camping areas 

without consent.
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• Focusing where possible on landscape, coastline, woodland and general site 
atmosphere rather than occupied pitches.

• Ensuring operators hold any registration, competency and/or insurance required under 
current UK regulations.

GCC and Site Promotional Images
From time to time GCC representatives, site owners or appointed contractors may capture 
aerial imagery for promotional, inspection, certification or record purposes. Reasonable 
care will always be taken to avoid identifiable images of guests or private camping areas 
without consent.

Basic UK Drone Guidance (2026 Summary)

The rules change periodically, but in general:
• Most drones with cameras require operator registration with the CAA.
• Many smaller drones under 250g have fewer restrictions, though privacy and safety 

laws still apply.
• Drones should always be flown within visual line of sight.
• Flights near people, roads, buildings, animals and sensitive areas may be restricted 

depending on drone type and category.
• Commercial use does not remove the need to operate safely or respectfully.

Operators should always check the latest CAA guidance before flying.

For further information, see The Drone and Model Aircraft Code.
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https://www.caa.co.uk/drones/open-category/drone-code/

